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Montgomery County Regulations on: 
 

FIRE SAFETY CODE - FEE SCHEDULE FOR PERMITS, LICENSES & EXCEPTIONS 
MONTGOMERY COUNTY FIRE AND RESCUE SERVICE 

 
Issued by:  County Executive 

Regulation No:  
COMCOR:  Division 06 

Authority:  Code Section 22-13 
Supersedes:  Executive regulation 10-98 

Council Review:  Method (2) under Code Section 2A-15 
Register: Vol. 20 No. 11 

Effective date:    
 
 
 
 

SUMMARY: The proposed regulation updates Fire Safety Code Fees for permits, 
certificates, licenses and exceptions for those activities under the 
administration of the Montgomery County Fire and Rescue Service. 

 
ADDRESSES: Montgomery County Fire and Rescue Service 
 255 Rockville Pike, Second Floor 
 Rockville, Maryland 20850 
 
STAFF 
CONTACT: District Chief Michael A. Donahue 
 240-777-2457 
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Sec. 1.  Statement of Purpose. 

 
The following schedule of fees is adopted pursuant to the authority contained in Chapter 22, 
"Fire Safety Code", of the Montgomery County Code, 1994, as amended.  Fees included in the 
schedule are for permits, certificates, licenses, exceptions, examinations, plans review, 
inspections and testing which pertain to the regulations of the Fire Safety Code as enforced by 
the Montgomery County Fire and Rescue Service.  This schedule supersedes the schedule of 
fees contained in Executive Regulation 18-03. 

 
 

Sec. 2.  General Provisions.  
 

The fees below are established for the described transactions: 
 
a. Minimum Fee.  All fees required by the provisions of Chapter 22, "Fire Safety 

Code", of the Montgomery County Code, 1994, as amended must be paid before 
any construction, installation or work is started, and before a permit, certificate, 
license, examination, plans review, inspection, test or other service, is provided. 
Fees must be paid at time of permit, certificate or license issuance. Additional 
fees due as a result of additional devices not identified at time of application must 
be paid prior to approval/acceptance of permitted activity. Fire Safety Code 
Exception request fees must be paid in full at time of application. 

 
b. Refund.  If a building project has been abandoned or discontinued, the person 

who has paid the total fee for a permit may return the permit for cancellation.  
When it has been cancelled, 50 percent of the fee must be refunded, if: 

 
1. no work has been done under the permit; and 
 
2. the written request is made within six months of the issuance of the permit 

or during the term of the permit (whichever is less).  
 
3. Revoked, suspended or invalid permits are not eligible for refunds. 
 

c. Reissuance.  If a permit expires or becomes void, the permit may be reissued at a 
flat charge of $50, provided all conditions of issuance can still be met and no code 
changes have occurred.  Otherwise, the charge for reissuance is the original 
permit fee. 
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d. Extensions.  The fee to extend the term of plan review, testing/inspection, tank, 
and special permits (after written application and before the expiration of the 
original permit) is $50. 

 
e. Transfer.  Permits and Permit fees are not transferable. 
 
f. Reinspection.  
 

(1) First reinspection    50% of original fee 
 
(2) Second reinspection    75% of original fee 
 
(3) Each subsequent reinspection  100% of original fee 
 
(4) Overtime inspection (When available) $75.00 per 1/4 hour, 

including travel time 
 

NOTE:  A cancellation within 48 hours before an inspection will be counted as an 
inspection. 

 
NOTE:  All these fees are per unit or portion of system involved, minimum $25.  It 
is the responsibility of the person requesting the reinspection/retest to provide 
the inspector with a fee paid receipt from this office, when a reinspection/retest 
fee is required. 

 
g. Permit Application Revisions:  Revision for change of legal description and/or 

ownership must pay the minimum permit fee. 
 
h. Exemptions:  There is no fee for any plan review or test/inspection for any fire 

protection system that is not required by Montgomery County Code/Regulations 
or Maryland State Code/Regulations. This exemption does not apply to any 
system which is installed for reasons of a Code alternative/exception, or 
equivalency. There is no fee for systems installed in compliance with Section 27-4 
of NFPA 101. 

 
i. Duplicate Plans:  Processing of duplicate plans, after the original review, must 

pay 25% of the original fee, minimum $25, subject to availability of original 
reviewed plans. 
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Sec. 3.   Exception Requests. 
 
All requests for code exceptions must include a non-refundable processing fee of $300 per 
Code section, or subsection involved. 

 
   

Sec. 4.   Fire Protection Systems (Code Required) Inspection Fees. 
 
Term - Field installation must be started within 1 year or the permit becomes void. The minimum 
fee for a Code-required fire protection system inspection is $50.00.  The minimum fee for town 
homes and single family detached dwellings is $75.00.  The fees below also apply to the 
inspection of fire protection systems that are required by law: 

a. Fire Alarm and Detection Systems (including main control panel). $100.00 per 
story to be controlled, plus $5.00 per device (maximum $200.00 per story). 

 
b. Fire Alarm and Detection Systems (devices or household control panel). $10.00 

per device, minimum $100.00 (maximum $200.00 per story). 
 
c. Halon, CO2, or Clean Agent Systems (including controls, alarms, detection). 

$0.50 per pound of agent. 
 
d. Fire Sprinkler and Combined Sprinkler/Standpipe Systems.  $2.00 per head. For 

single family detached homes and town houses, where a use and occupancy fee 
is not assessed, a fee of $.015 per foot of occupancy space will also be 
collected. 

 
e. Standpipe Systems. 
 

(1) $100.00 per standpipe riser. 
 
(2) $25.00 per each addition of a hose valve to an existing system 
  

f. Fire Pump. $200.00 
 
g. Dry or Wet Chemical Extinguishing Systems (including hood & duct). 
 $200.00 per system. 
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h. Fire Main Flush Test. $50.00 per test witnessed. 
 
i. Underground Fire Main Hydrotest. $50.00 per test witnessed. 
 
j. Smoke Control System.  $300.00 per individual system. 
 
k. Emergency Generator Test. $100.00 per generator 
 
 

Sec. 5.  General Permit Fees. 
 
Fees for the transactions below are $50 each, except as noted: 

 
a. To install, remove, repair or alter a stationary tank for the storage of flammable or 

combustible liquids, dispensing devices, or associated piping.  Permit Term - 6 
months. 

  
b. For placing any flammable or combustible liquid stationary tank temporarily or 

permanently out of service. Permit Term - 3 months. 
  
c. To remove, abandon, place temporarily out of service or otherwise dispose of 

any flammable or combustible liquid tank. Permit Term - 3 months. 
 
d. To use any building, shed, or enclosure as a place of business for the purpose of 

repairing any motor vehicle. Permit Term - Indefinite. 
  
e. To conduct floor resurfacing and refinishing operations involving the use and 

application of flammable liquids or materials. Permit Term - 30 days. 
  
f. For spraying or dipping operations utilizing more than one gallon of flammable or 

combustible liquids on any working day. Permit Term - Indefinite. 
  
g. For the operation of a bulk storage plant and for storage & dispensing liquefied 

petroleum gases. Permit Term - Indefinite. 
  
h. To store or handle combustible fibers in excess of 100 cubic feet. Permit Term - 

Indefinite. 
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i. To conduct or maintain any tire recapping or rebuilding plant.  Permit Term - 

Indefinite. 
 
j. To store in excess of 100,000 board feet of lumber.  Permit Term - Indefinite. 
 
k. To use explosives for up to one month, $100.00; $5 for each additional month.  

Permit Term - not to exceed 12 months. 
 

Sec. 6.   License Fees. 

a. To service portable fire extinguishers. $50.00/yr. Permit Term – 12 months. 
 
b. Installation or modification of a sprinkler system, license or annual renewal. 

$150.00/yr. Permit Term - 12 months. 

Sec. 7.   Certificate Fees. 

a. For a firm to engage in the business of servicing portable fire extinguishers. 
$50.00/yr. Permit Term - 12 months. 

 
b. To obtain a capacity certificate.  $100.00; $5.00 for each duplicate certificate. 

Permit Term - Indefinite. 

Sec. 8.  Use and Occupancy Fees, Other Inspection Fees. 

Fees for Use and Occupancy or other inspections not covered by other sections of this 
regulation, except enforcement generated inspections: 

 
a. 0 - 5,000 sq. ft.    $180.00 
 
b. 5,001 - 10,000 sq. ft.    $300.00 
 
c. 10,001 - 20,000 sq. ft.    $360.00 

 
d. 20,000 sq. ft. or larger $360.00, plus $0.01 per sq. ft. 

 
e. The fee for a use and occupancy fire code inspection must be paid at the time of 

application.  The maximum fee is $5,000.00. 
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Sec. 9.  Miscellaneous Fees. 

a. Photocopies (of plan review comments, correspondence, etc.) $1.00/ page. 
 
b. License Inspections: 
 

1. Family or Group Day Care.   $50.00 
 
2. Nursery or Day Care Centers.  $100.00 
 
3. Board & Care, 6-16 residents.  $100.00 

 
4. Board & Care, over 16 residents.  $200.00 

5. Health Care, Detentional.   $300.00 
 

6.  Other licensed facility.    $50.00 
 

7. Private Educational Institutions. 
 

A. Preschool.    $100.00 
 
B. Elementary School.   $200.00 
 
C. Middle School.   $300.00 
 
D. High School.    $400.00 

 

Sec.10. Automation Fee. 
 
An automation enhancement fee is 10% of the regular fee, which is set by this Executive 
Regulation, for any permit, license, or activity for which the Fire Safety Code requires a fee. The 
automation enhancement fee is in addition to the regular fee and must be paid at the same time 
that the regular fee is due. 
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Sec.11. Severability.   
 
If a court of final appeal holds that any part of this regulation is invalid, that ruling does not affect 
the validity of other parts of the regulation. 
 
 
Sec. 12. Effective Date. 
 
A regulation adopted under Method 2 becomes effective when the Council adopts a resolution 
approving it, or on a later date specified in the regulation. If the Council takes no action within 
sixty calendar days after receipt, or by any later deadline set by resolution, the regulation is 
effective the day after the deadline for approval, or on a later date specified in the regulation. 
 
 
 
Approved: 
 
 
 
_______________________________ 
Douglas M. Duncan, County Executive 
 


